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Counterterrorism Division  20 September 2016 

 
 

(U//FOUO) Bombings in New Jersey and New York 

SITREP 
Current as of 1800 EST 20 September 2016 

New or updated information is noted in RED 

 
(U//FOUO) This document is meant as a summary of significant investigative highlights and NOT as a 

comprehensive review of the investigation. The information contained in this communication is NOT to be 

incorporated into any formal or informal written document without the authorization of the FBI Headquarters, 

Counterterrorism Division Program Management Unit Chief. Unauthorized use of this information may jeopardize 

sensitive national security investigations, result in the possible identification and/or physical harm of human 

sources, or create undue notification into the FBI’s interest of the intended target. 

(U) Executive Summary 
 

(U//FOUO) The FBI has confirmed Ahmad Khan Rahami, the main suspect sought for questioning, was 

involved in a shooting with two Linden, NJ, police officers on 19 September. Rahami, who was wounded 

and taken into custody following the shooting—is currently alive and at University Hospital in Newark, 

NJ. During the altercation, one of the officers was shot in the vest and a second officer was struck in the 

face by shrapnel, according to initial reports. Both officers were transported to local hospitals, are in 

stable condition, and are expected to survive. Rahami remains hospitalized in University Hospital. The 

FBI attempted to interview Rahami, but he was uncooperative; another interview will be attempted 

subsequent to ongoing medical procedures. 

 

(U//FOUO) As of 20 September, Rahami was charged locally with five counts of attempted murder of a 

law enforcement official. Additional federal charges are pending. 

 

(U//FOUO) New York – At approximately 2030 EST on 17 September, an explosion occurred in a 

dumpster in the Chelsea neighborhood of New York City in the vicinity of 135 West 23
rd

 Street, New 

York, NY. The New York City Police Department (NYPD) reported 29 persons were injured in the 

incident. All individuals were released from the hospital as of 1500 hrs on 18 September, and their names 

were provided to FBI Victims Services and the US Department of Defense (DoD) for de-confliction and 

outreach. At approximately 2230 on 17 September, an unexploded pressure cooker device with an 

attached cell phone was discovered in front of 131 West 24
th
 Street, New York, NY. The device was 

rendered secure and removed from the scene. At 0300 hrs on 18 September, open source reporting 

indicated a third device was located at West 28th Street and 5
th
 Avenue; however, a third device was not 

located. FBI personnel have transported all collected evidence from the scene to the FBI Laboratory for 

processing. 

 

(U//FOUO) New Jersey – At approximately 0935 on 17 September, an explosion occurred in a trash can 

in Seaside Park, NJ, along the route for the Seaside Semper Five Marine Corps Charity 5K race. One pipe 

bomb exploded, and two additional pipe bombs were rendered safe on the scene. No injuries were 

reported. Closed Circuit television (CCTV) footage captured an individual or individuals placing a bag 

into the trash can at approximately 2328 on 16 September. The FBI is working to identify the 
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individual(s) in the CCTV footage and process evidence at the scene in an effort to identify the 

perpetrator(s) and determine if there are any links to a foreign terrorist organization. 

(U//FOUO) At approximately 2250 on 18 September, civilians discovered five pipe bombs in a bag at a 

train station located at Morris and Broad Streets in Elizabeth, NJ. The Union County Police Dept Bomb 

Squad and FBI Special Agent Bomb Technicians (SABTs) began render safe procedures (RSP), resulting 

in the detonation of one pipe bomb at 0120 on 19 September with no reported injuries. The FBI 

transported the remaining devices to Quantico for RSP. 

(U) Timeline 

 

16 September 2016 

 2328 – CCTV footage from a residence in Seaside Park, NJ captured an unidentified individual or 

individuals placing a bag into a trash can at the intersection of D Street and North Ocean Avenue; 

the trash can was along the route of the Seaside Semper Five Marine Corps Charity 5K race 

scheduled for the morning of 17 September 

 

17 September 2016 

 0900 – Seaside Semper Five Marine Corps Charity 5K race scheduled to begin but was delayed 

 0935 – Explosion occurred at the intersection of D Street and North Ocean Avenue along the route 

of the race 

 2030 (approx.) – Explosion occurred in a dumpster in the vicinity of 135 West 23
rd

 Street, New 

York, NY  

 2230 – An unexploded pressure cooker device with an attached cell phone was discovered on 131 

West 27
th
 Street and 7

th
 Ave in New York, NY 

 

18 September 2016 

 2100 – FBI New York conducted a traffic stop of a vehicle containing five individuals who were 

identified departing an Elizabeth, NJ address en route to JFK Airport 

 2249 – Bag containing five devices found at train station in Elizabeth, NJ 

 

19 September 2016 

 0120 – During render safe procedures, a pipe bomb exploded inside the bag with no reported 

injuries; the remaining devices were transported to Quantico 

 0645 – According to open source reporting, a Linden, NJ bar owner spotted Rahami on a park bench 

 0800 – BOLO issued for Ahmad Rahami 

 0900 (approx.) – According to his press interview, the bar owner spotted Rahami a second time in an 

enclosure at the doorway of the bar owner’s establishment; the bar owner was across the street at his 

other business when he recognized Rahami on news coverage as a person of interest in the NY and 

NJ bombings and called the Linden, NJ police department. 

 0930 – Subject wounded in a gunfight with police in Linden, NJ, and subsequently taken into 

custody; currently at University Hospital in Newark, NJ 
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(U) Investigative Activity 
 

(U) Forensic evidence from the unexploded pressure cooker, as well as security camera footage from the 

incident areas, enabled investigators to identify Ahmad Khan Rahami as a suspect in the investigation.  

 

(U) New York 

 

(U//FOUO) FBI New York completed interviews of the five individuals who were stopped en route to 

JFK Airport on 18 September. One of the individuals indicated they last saw Rahami at approximately 

1500 on 17 September in New Jersey and described him as a loner who would disappear for days at a 

time. Exploitation of the cell phones consensually provided by the individuals is ongoing.   

 

(U//FOUO) The NYPD contacted the Turkish National Police to request travel records for Rahami.  

Pocket litter recovered from the NJ Transit bomb location contained a sheet of paper with flight details 

for Rahami’s 2014 travel from Ankara, Turkey, to Kabul, Afghanistan. The FBI is looking into all 

previous overseas travel to regions of interest. 

 

(U) Preliminary investigation indicated the site of the blast occurred in a small portable high-rise 

construction dumpster, which was thrown approximately 130 feet from the location of the detonation. 

 

(U//FOUO) The following items were located at the crime scene: 

 A fusing system composed of double-A batteries and labeling of a flip phone with a partial IMEI 

 Inner container: handle and pressure release valve consistent with a pressure cooker 

 Outer container: nylon fabric and zipper 

 Main charge: tannerite, aka ammonium nitrate and aluminum powder 

 Various sizes of ball bearings 

 

(U//FOUO) Items from crime scenes, including the unexploded pressure cooker’s attached cell phone, 

have been submitted to the FBI Laboratory in Quantico for forensic analysis. 

 

(U//FOUO) Remnants from the first IED found on 23rd Street are being tested at the FBI Laboratory.  

 

(U//FOUO) At approximately 0739 on 19 September, the NYPD publicly released a photo of Rahami in 

relation to the investigation and sought information from the public. 

 

(U//FOUO) At approximately 1028 on 19 September, the NYPD advised on social media that 

Rahami had been apprehended. Rahami was non-responsive to FBI Newark’s attempt to interview him. 

FBI Newark will attempt to interview Rahami again as early as 21 September, pending Rahami’s 

continuing surgeries.  

 

(U) After his arrest, the FBI ERT processed Rahami’s vehicle to conduct evidence examination.  

 

(U//FOUO) As of 20 September, FBI ERT and NYPD crime scene technicians completed processing the 

crime scene at West 23rd Street. The unexploded pressure cooker device recovered from the second crime 

scene at West 27th Street was rendered safe and transported to the NYPD Bomb Squad Range.  
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(U) New Jersey 

 

(U//FOUO) The five pipe bomb devices identified at the NJ Transit Station were examined and consisted 

of one PVC 18-inch long pipe, one internally threaded metal elbow, two suspected water bottles wrapped 

in duct tape, and one suspected pipe in a plastic bag wrapped in duct tape. The devices were enhanced 

with metal nuts, and preliminary analysis suggests they contained ammonium nitrate.  

 

(U//FOUO) On 19 September, FBI Newark interviewed a family member of Ahmad Rahami’s  

ex-girlfriend.  

 

(U//FOUO) The Newark JTTF is coordinating with local business owners to acquire CCTV footage 

covering the area surrounding the NJ Transit station.  

 

(U//FOUO) FBI Richmond conducted interviews of Rahami’s Virginia-based family members.  

 

(U//FOUO) FBI Newark investigation revealed one of the Seaside pipe bombs contained fine black 

powder, and one of the pipes had Christmas tree lights wrapped around it. Additionally, an intact flip 

phone with two protruding thin wires was found in the area of the blast. 

 

(U//FOUO) The bomb components, including the flip phone, were received at the FBI Laboratory shortly 

before midnight on 17 September. Initial laboratory results revealed bulk material from the unexploded 

devices is consistent with a low explosive, such as black powder. Analysis will continue to determine the 

exact composition of this material. No high explosives were found. The Christmas tree lights were used as 

the initiator. Residue examination of the exploded device is ongoing. 

 

(U//FOUO) FBI Newark served subpoenas to relevant providers for subscriber data and related 

information for the flip phone recovered from the bombing site. The same type of phone was also 

recovered from the scene of the separate 17 September bombing in New York, NY. The phone recovered 

in New Jersey was sold in February 2015, and the phone recovered in New York was sold in May 2015. 

Both phones were purchased from the same Family Dollar store in Perth Amboy, NJ.  

 

(U//FOUO) On 19 September, FBI executed search warrants at separate locations in New Jersey. 
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